Windy Hill Sanctuary – seabirds
Visit to Windy Hill 10-12 March 2021
Chris Gaskin (Project Coordinator) and Kerry Lukies (Community Liaison)

10 March
Henry and Chase (Henry’s dog) picked us up from Claris and drove us out to Windy Hill. After a
cuppa with Judy at the Scallop House, headed out with Henry and Chase. First stop was a known
black petrel burrow close to the road (back towards Tryphena from Judy’s). Despite a very strong
‘petrel’ smell, could not locate the chick using the burrowscope. Then followed set of connecting
trap lines along the western face of Big Windy Hill, checking out known burrows on the way. Two
did not appear active, however in the third found a black petrel chick.

Continued to a point where we could drop down to another trap line, and then doubled all the
way back to the road. Chase showed interest in a couple of places, but no burrows found.

At the Windy Hill Sanctuary base we took a look at the
playback system for the petrel caller – very corroded!
Most components will need to be replaced. Extracted
the SD cards and once back at Judy’s checked to see
what call files were loaded – grey-faced petrel,
fluttering shearwater, and northern diving petrel.

11 March
Headed out after breakfast with Henry and Chase, this time to the cliffs at the north-eastern
corner of the Windy Hill Sanctuary (see red area on map below).

Judy’s

The playback system had been installed at this location in 2015. The structure and solar panel is
still there, although the bags taped onto the leads to protect the plugs were full of water. Most
of the known grey-faced petrel burrows are located down the very steep seaward side of the

track – most under Pohutukawa and Astelia. There are two burrows on the gentler inland side of
the track. According to Henry one of these had been very active at the beginning of the year,
with plenty of down visible at the entrance, most likely from a fledging chick. We did a ground
search of the area but could not locate any more burrows. We did not venture down the cliffs.
There is a lot of pig damage along the track and on the bare ground in front of and below the
solar panel.

Given the eroded nature of the current speaker site and the vulnerability for any birds trying to
create burrows where the speakers are located, we had a look for an alternative site in the same
general area.
The most likely place is a short distance along the coastal track (P30) where there is quite dense
flax with Pohutukawa and some other trees between the track and the cliff edge. A suitable open
space could be found for the solar panel and sound system. The flax would give some protection
from pigs, although a safer option might be to install nest boxes anchored to waratahs.
From the speaker site, we followed tracks P32, P25 and P26 along the coast above the cliffs, then
down into Waterfall Gully. Above the small bay where the Rose-Noëlle, a trimaran that had
capsized at sea, and then after 119 days drifted onto the rocks (the four crew survived) we found
several penguin burrows with signs of birds having moulted.

After lunch we headed up the beautiful Waterfall Gully, following the stream before picking up
one of the trap lines and climbing up onto the eastern slopes of Little Windy Hill.

Some black petrel burrows had been found on this slope in the past. The forest is impressive in
the wetter areas, with massive puriri, podocarps, along with kohekohe and taraire. We zigzagged back and forth, before making our way back to the road and Judy’s place. A quick cuppa
then it was down to Tryphena for a swim (Judy and Kerry) and a beer (Chris) at the Mulberry
Grove Store/café.
That evening we headed over to Medlands for dinner and robust discussion about weka, Rakitu
and a swag of other topics with John and Judy Ogden, and Mick and Joan Clout.

12 March
We caught the 10am flight back to Auckland after a cup of coffee at the My Fat Puku café in Claris.

Recommendations
We discussed the following with Judy:
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Conduct more acoustic surveys July to December at locations along the coast between
Waterfall Gully and one of the sites on P30 where recorders had been located previously.
Windy Hill own some of the DOC recorders.
Replace most, if not all the sound system components (SD player, amplifier, and solar
controller). The solar panel cables will need to be checked.
Shift the playback system along from its current location on the headland to an area
about 50-100m on P30 to where there is some flax cover between the track and cliffs.
Install nest boxes at this new speaker site – two sizes, one for grey-faced petrels, the
other for fluttering shearwaters/northern diving petrels. Some nest boxes for grey-faced
petrels could be installed next to the two burrows on the inland side of the track
(described above). Nest boxes would need to anchored with waratahs – two either side
of the box itself, one or two short ones next to the Novaflo entrance tunnel.
We will send through replacement files for the SD card – a composite of species that are
likely flying along Aotea Great Barrier’s east coast.
The Seabird Trust will send through plans for nest boxes.
Cook’s petrels are something of an enigma for Windy Hill – are there breeding there?
Many are heard flying over.

Our thanks to Judy and Henry for a great visit.

Chris Gaskin and Kerry Lukies, March 2021

